THE   WORLD   SOUL
All life is one, a manifestation of one Soul in myriads of different forms, all tending to the achievement of its increasing purpose. It had in it from the beginning the infinite possibility ; but this possibility can only be realised in matter.
In him was life and the life was the light of men.
It was the life of men, for our life, like all life, is a manifestation of that World Soul achieving its purpose. It is the light of men. The knowledge that our souls are part of the World Soul, and that the World Soul will achieve its infinite possibility, in which we shall share, is the light of men. It is the " Inward Light within the heart," and it will have its way despite our folly, our ignorance, our conventions, our religions.
And the light shineth in darkness^ but the darkness com-prehendeth it not.
The light shone in the darkness of early man, but the darkness comprehended it not ; it shone again in the darkness of nineteen hundred years ago, but again the darkness comprehended it not.
That was the true light which ligbteth every man which cometh into the world.
All children who are born have in their souls the instinctive knowledge of this idea, the innate love and confidence in the future and in God, and that is what makes the child happy and careless. Only children and the poet-thinkers, of whom Jesus was
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